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According to Realtor.com, spring is 
the busiest and best season to sell a 
home. While a good home can find a 

buyer any time of year, homeowners might 
find the buyers’ pool is strongest in spring 
and into summer. The reasons for that are 
many, ranging from parents wanting to move 
when their children are not in school to buyers 
wanting to move when the weather is most 
accommodating.
Because spring is such a popular time to sell 
a home, homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market should use winter as 
an opportunity to prepare their homes for 
the prying eyes of prospective buyers. The 
following tips can help homeowners during the 
pre-selling preparation process.

1. Address the exterior of the home. 
Winter can be harsh on a home’s exterior, so 
as winter winds down, homeowners who want 
to sell their homes should make an effort to 
address anything that might negatively affect 
their homes’ curb appeal. A study of homes in 
Greenville, S.C., from researchers at Clemson 
University found that the value of homes with 
landscapes that were upgraded from “good” to 
“excellent” increased by 6 to 7 percent. If it’s 
in the budget, hire professional landscapers 
to fix any problematic landscaping or 
address any issues that arose during the 
winter. Homeowners with green thumbs can 
tackle such projects on their own, but hiring 
professionals is akin to staging inside the 
home.

2. Conquer interior clutter. 
Clutter has a way of accumulating over the 
winter, when people tend to spend more time 
indoors than they do throughout the rest of 

the year. Homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market in spring won’t have 
the luxury of waiting until spring to do their 
“spring” cleaning, so start clearing any clutter 
out in winter, even resolving to make an effort 
to prevent its accumulation throughout winter. 
Just like buyers are impressed by curb appeal, 
they are turned off by clutter. The Appraisal 
Institute suggests homeowners clear clutter 
out of their homes before appraisers visit, 

3 tips to prepare 
to sell your home

Eliminating pet odors, including those associated with pets, can help 
homeowners prepare their homes for prospective buyers.

and the same approach can be applied to 
open houses. Buyers, like appraisers, see 
cluttered homes as less valuable. In addition, 
a home full of clutter might give buyers the 
impression, true or not, that the home was not 
well maintained.

3. Eliminate odors. 
A home’s inhabitants grow accustomed to 
odors that might be circulating throughout 
the house. Pet odor, for instance, might not 
be as strong to a home’s residents as it is 
to guests and prospective buyers. Because 
windows tend to stay closed throughout the 
winter, interior odors can be even stronger 

come late-winter than they are during the 
rest of the year. A thorough cleaning of the 
house, including vacuuming and removal 
of any pet hair that accumulated over the 
winter, can help to remove odor. In the 
weeks leading up to the open house, bathe 
pets more frequently, using a shampoo that 
promotes healthy skin so pet dander is not as 
prevalent. Open windows when the weather 
allows so more fresh air comes into the 
home.
Spring is a popular and potentially lucrative 
time to sell a home, and homeowners who 
spend winter preparing their homes for the 
market may reap even greater rewards.
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Stop by and see some of our buildings 
on display at Veterans Park!

Eagle Carports is a locally owned and operated company with over 19 years of experience in metal 
structure manufacturing. We appreciate the support of our community and our customers. 

CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE QUOTE
Buildings
starting
as low as
for a 12x21 Regular 14 Gauge Carport!

$895

Custom Buildings Available

Up to 60 ft. Clear Span

00879724

Painting is one of the easiest and least 
expensive ways to transform the look of 
a space. Paint colors can dramatically 

change the mood and the design of a home. 
And depending on a homeowner’s goals, 
paint can make a statement or blend into the 
background. 
Many people are now looking to bold colors 
to make spaces stand out. But choosing a 
paint color can be challenging. Homeowners 
looking to update walls and complement 
decor may want to look at some of the more 
impactful colors that Pantone indicates will 
be popular for the 2017 season. Primrose  
Yellow, Lapis Blue, Flame, Pink Yarrow, and 
Greenery are some of the more eye-catching 
selections. Once colors are selected, consider 
these guidelines for using bolder colors in 
room designs.
Decide how big an impact you want to 
make. Are you looking for color overload 
or just a small focal point of vivid color? 
Remember, using bold color doesn’t mean 
every wall must be lathered in that hue. 
Instead, select one wall to serve as an accent 
point and use that spot as your bold color 
display. Otherwise, rely on bold colors to 
dress up otherwise mundane areas, such as 
the back wall of a cupboard or moldings and 
trim. 
Try bold in a small space. Many people 
are surprised at how well bold colors work in 
small spaces. Powder rooms can be an ideal 
spot to experiment with paint colors. Try deep 
colors that can make the area seem intimate 

and even exotic. Dark, bold hues can be toned 
down by different accents, such as neutral 
colored fi xtures and towels.

Go bold in the kitchen. Incorporate a splash 
of color in the kitchen without going overboard. 
Try an appliance or design fi xture in a bright 
shade. Or paint the inside of the cabinets in 
your favorite color and install glass inserts 
in the cabinet doors so that everyone gets a 
peek of the color beyond. A neutral kitchen 
also can be brightened up with the use of 
silverware, dishes, pots and pans, and other 
kitchen items featured in bold hues.

Stick to boldness on interchangeable 
items. Those who like to experiment with color 
may fi nd that they like to switch out the colors 
now and again. Instead of having to repaint 
every few months, use decorative items in 
bright shades to make swapping out color that 
much easier. For example, replace area rugs, 
throw pillows and draperies. Paint over terra 
cotta fl ower pots when the mood strikes. 

Establish balance. Rely on neutral furniture, 
rugs, moldings and baseboards if you decide 
to take bold colors up a notch. This will help 
create a sense of balance in the room.
Painting is a fun way to experiment with color. 
Many homeowners are not hesitant to use 
bold shades of color when they learn the 
right techniques. And because paint is an 
inexpensive option for making over a room, 
homeowners who fi nd they do not like a 
particular color can easily paint over it with a 
new color.

Create drama with 
bold paint colors

Budgeting home 
improvement projects
Home improvements can add value 

and aesthetic appeal to a home. 
However, to reap the rewards of a 

remodeled room, home addition or any home 
improvement project, homeowners will have 
to invest both their money and their time. 
Establishing a project budget can be helpful 
and prevent overspending. According to 
Visually, a marketing information service, 
nearly half of the homeowners surveyed said 
the cost of their renovation projects did not 
exceed their budgets. However, more than 
one-third of those surveyed reported going 
over budget on their projects. To keep costs 
down, consider hiring a contractor. He or she 
will have industry contacts and may be able 
to get materials at a lower cost. While you 
will pay for labor, working with a contractor 
greatly reduces both the time spent on 
the project and the risk of costly mistakes 
being made. In addition, think about the 
way you fi nance the renovations. Industry 
experts have found that homeowners who 
fi nance their home improvement projects 
with lines of credit end up spending more 

money on average than those who use 
their savings to fund projects. While it may 
be tempting to take out a line of credit for a 
home improvement project, spending only 
money you already have may be the more 
responsible route to take. 
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Where Contractors & 
Neighbors Alike Go To Shop! Since 1962

Come by today and let us show you the 
RiveRside diffeRenCe. ouR helpful and 
fRiendly staff is heRe to help with all 

youR building and supply needs.

Riverside Building Supply
Your Local Home Improvement Center

535 East Pine Street
Mount Airy, N.C.
789-2141 
www.riversidebuildingsupply.com
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 We thought Mike had retired,
but he is back to Work a feW days a Week!

Homeowners unfamiliar 
with the appraisal 
process might not 

know if there is anything 
they can do to make the 
process go more smoothly. 
While certain variables 
involved in the appraisal 
process, such as location 
of the home and the value 
of surrounding homes, 
are beyond homeowners’ 
control, the Appraisal 
Institute recommends 
homeowners take the 
following steps before an 
appraiser visits their home.

Clean the house. A 
dirty home that is full 
of clutter will not make 

the best impression on 
appraisers. Dirty homes 
may be vulnerable to insect 
infestations that can lead to 
structural problems with the 
home. While a dirty home is 
not necessarily an indicator 
of infestations or a refl ection 
of a home’s value, a clean 
home will create a stronger 
fi rst impression with the 
appraiser.

Make any necessary 
repairs ahead of the 
appointment. Homeowners 
who have been putting off 
repairs should make them 
before the appraiser arrives. 
Homes with repairs that still 
need to be made will likely 

be valued less than similar 
homes with no such repair 
issues. Though repairs can 
be costly, investing in home 
repairs will likely increase 
both the appraisal and 
resale value of the home.

Obtain all necessary 
documents before 
the appraiser arrives. 
Homeowners who have 
certain documentation at 
the ready can speed up the 
appraisal process. Such 
documentation may include 
a survey of the house and 
property; a deed or title 
report; a recent tax bill; if 
applicable, a list of items 
to be sold with the house; 

purchase history of the 
home; and the original plans 
and specifi cations of the 
home.

Inform the appraiser 
about recent 
improvements. 
Homeowners can inform 
appraisers about any 
recent improvements to the 
home and the cost of those 
improvements. The value 
of home improvements with 
regard to a home’s appraisal 
value vary depending on a 
host of variables, but having 
such information at the 
ready can help appraisers 
make the most informed 
appraisal possible. 

Steps to take before 
an appraiser’s visit
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Support our LocaL
BuiLderS and aSSociateS!

Because we live, 
work, and support 

here too!

Surry county Home BuiLderS

Who We are and What We do

Serving Surry county, North Carolina, the Surry County Home Builders Association is a strong advocate for the 
construction industry. Comprised of builders, contractors, remodelers, and others associated with the construction 
industry, we are a widely diverse group of men and women representing all aspects of the construction industry.
 
The Surry County Home Builders Association mission is to protect the well being and professionalism of the 
building industry in our county as our members strive to provide the citizens with quality affordable housing.
We are the VOICE of the building industry!

WWW.SurryHomeBuiLderS.comViSit our neW WeBSite
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Did you know?
Many homeowners have lofty goals 
for their homes. Such plans may 
include extensive renovations or 
even additions. While many of 
these projects create beautiful 
changes in a home, it’s important 
to consider the impact that 
renovations can have on property 
value before beginning a project. 
Many home improvement projects 
do not add as much value as 
homeowners may think they 
do. In fact, some homeowners 
“overbuild” for their neighborhoods. 
This means the amount of money 
invested in improvements can likely 
never be recuperated because the 
house value simply exceeds those 
around by too much money. To 
avoid overbuilding, homeowners 
can ask themselves several 
questions before beginning a 
renovation project. 

Will my house be the largest 
house in the neighborhood? 
Larger homes tend to have a lower 
price per square foot, so you may 
not want to improve to this extent.
Will the house blend with others 
in the area? If your house will stick 
out like a sore thumb, it will detract 
from its own value and could 
impact the value of other homes in 
the area.
Have I examined the cost vs. 
value of the project? Many home 
improvement resources analyze the 
cost of a project versus the overall 
value of that project with regard 
to property value. For example, a 
$100,000 basement remodel may 
not add $100,000 to the value of 
the home in the event you choose 
to sell down the line. It’s important 
to know which projects provide the 
best return on investment.

The DIY movement has inspired many 
homeowners to tackle home repair 
and remodeling projects on their own. 

DIY projects can be rewarding, and many 
homeowners who have embraced the DIY 
movement have discovered talents they never 
before knew they had.
But no matter how simple popular home 
renovation television shows make remodeling 
projects appear, homeowners should know that 
such undertakings are far more diffi cult than 
they appear on television. Homeowners who 
overestimate their abilities and the time they 
have to complete projects can cost themselves 
substantial amounts of money. In fact, there are 
a variety of reasons homeowners might want to 
work with professional contractors when tackling 
home improvement projects.
Experience
A trial and error approach can work with various 
projects and problems. But applying such an 
approach to home improvement projects is risky 
and potentially dangerous, not to mention costly. 
Experienced professional contractors with strong 
track records (seek recommendations from 
friends or neighbors) won’t have to go through 
trial and error and are therefore more likely than 
DIYers to complete a project on time and on 
budget.
Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefi t of working with 
professional contractors is the likelihood that they 
can draw up ideas for projects that homeowners 
might otherwise never have thought up on their 
own. Homeowners without specifi c ideas in mind 
can ask contractors to come up with various 

scenarios before committing to a particular 
one. Veteran contractors can draw on years of 
experience to create designs that DIYers might 
be incapable of coming up with and/or incapable 
of seeing through to completion.
Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it’s less 
expensive to do something yourself than to hire 
someone else to do it for you, but that’s not 
necessarily true of home improvement projects. 
Labor costs typically account for a substantial 
amount of professionally contracted projects, but 
homeowners can cut those costs by volunteering 
to do some of the simpler tasks themselves. In 
addition, contractors often purchase materials at 
a much lower cost than individual homeowners 
because contractors buy in bulk. So while labor 
costs might be lower on DIY projects, the cost of 
materials can offset those savings. 
Resale value
Many homeowners renovate their homes with 
eyes on improving the resale value of those 
homes. But if homeowners want to showcase 
a newly remodeled kitchen when selling their 
homes, they should be prepared for prospective 
buyers to ask who worked on the project. 
Fearing potential problems down the road, 
some buyers might be put off by homes that 
were remodeled by DIYers and not professional 
contractors.
Renovating a home on your own can be a 
rewarding project for homeowners. But it’s 
important that homeowners recognize the 
many benefi ts of working with professional 
contractors before making any fi nal decisions 
with regard to who will tackle their next project.

The benefi ts of hiring
professional contractors
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Blue Ridge Concrete Products

Serving Surry & Surrounding Areas
(276)755-2000 • (336)789-7532 • (866)789-7532

Blue Ridge Concrete Product

Hwy 52
(276)755-2000 • (336)789-7532 • (866)789-7532

Hillsville, VA
(276)755-2000 • (336)789-7532 • (866)789-7532

Mt. Airy, NC

The real estate market will always have 
its ups and downs, but real estate is an 
oft-profi table investment. Real estate 

investors do their investing for various reasons. 
Some see a house as a place to hang their 
hats for years and years, while others look at 
properties as nothing more than investments.
Buying a home with the intent to fi x it up 
and resell it is called a “fi x and fl ip.” In 
such situations, investors buy homes at 
below-market prices before refurbishing the 
homes with the goal of recouping their initial 
investment and then some when the homes 
are ultimately put back on the market. Flipping 
has become popular for both expert remodelers 
and novice investors. RealtyTrac®, the nation’s 
leading source for comprehensive housing 
data, noted in its “Year-End 
and Q4 2015 U.S. Home 
Flipping” report that 
5.5 percent of all 
single family home 
and condo sales 
during the year 
were fl ipped 
properties. 
This marked 
an increase 
from the 
same time 
the previous 
year. 

Investing in a fi xer-upper requires a leap of faith 
and a vision of what the home can look like 
in the future. Turning a real estate lemon into 
lemonade requires certain skills and a good 
measure of patience. The following are some 
guidelines to get anyone started.

Don’t bite off more than you can chew. 
Make an honest assessment of your abilities 
and which renovations, if any, you can handle. 
If you are unskilled or inexperienced working 
with your hands, then it can be easy for an 
investment property to quickly become a 
money pit. Before purchasing a property, hire 
a trained home inspector to tour the home 
with you and point out all of the areas that will 
need renovation. With this list, begin getting 

estimates on how much money the work 
will entail. Determine if this fi ts with 

your budget or not. You do not 
want to invest so much that 

it exceeds what you could 
feasibly recoup when it comes 
time to sell.

Overlook cosmetic 
things when visiting 

properties. Cosmetic 
issues include all of 
the easily replaceable 
items in a home, 

such as carpeting, 
appliances, interior 
paint colors and 
cabinetry. Focus 
on the bones of 
the house — the 
architectural 
integrity and 
those little 
touches that you 
envision having a 
“wow” factor. 

Seek the help of experts. Some fl ippers 
think they’ll save the most money by doing 
all of the work themselves. This isn’t always 
the case. Professional architects, designers 
and contractors may help you save money. 
Contractors have an intimate knowledge of 
where to buy materials and may be able to 
negotiate prices based on wholesale or trade 
costs. In addition, experts can help you avoid 
common pitfalls because they’ve already done 
this type of work time and again. It’s smart to 
rely on expert advice, even if it means investing 
a little bit more. 

Save money by doing some work yourself. 
While the pros may tackle the more complex 
parts of a given project, such as rewiring 
electricity or changing the footprint of a home, 
you can still be involved. Ask to participate 
in demolition, such as taking down walls or 
removing old materials from the home. Such 
participation may be fun, and it can save you 
substantial amounts of money on labor. 

Recognize that not everything must be 
completely redone. Realize that, in some 
instances, a coat of paint and some new 
accents may be all you need to transform a 
space. For example, if kitchen cabinets are 
in good condition, see if they can be refaced 
or painted instead of replaced entirely. Install 
new door pulls/handles to add visual interest. 
Look for some ready-made items, such as 
bookshelves, instead of installing custom 
carpentry. 

Think about what the buyer wants and not 
what you want. Renovate with an eye toward 
prospective buyers’ needs. Keep things neutral 
and accommodating. Research the latest 
trends to understand what buyers might be 
seeking in a home. You want potential buyers 
to envision themselves moving right in. 
Renovating a fi xer-upper takes time, but it can 
be a worthwhile project, and one that can help 
anyone turn a profi t in a booming real estate 
market.

How to transform a fi xer-upper
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For all your pool needs give us a call!

YETI
®

C O O L E R S
Wildly stronger! Keeps ice  longer!

933 W. Pine St, Mount Airy, N.C.
(336) 789-7727

PoolS   SPAS   GrillS

Monday-Friday: 9:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 9:00AM - 2:00PM

Also In stock...

When the time comes to 
choose fl ooring for their 
homes, homeowners may 

be overwhelmed by the vast array of 
options at their disposal. The choice 
between carpet and hardwood fl ooring, 
laminate or tile is a matter of personal 
preference. People have long extolled 
the virtues of hardwood fl ooring, but 
carpeting can be just as stylish and 
provides a host of other benefi ts as 
well.
Carpeting insulates rooms in the 
summer and winter, adding that extra 
level of protection against the elements. 
Carpeting also absorbs sound in a 
home. Many appreciate the warmth 
and cozy feeling of carpet, especially 
when stepping out of bed. Carpeting 
also can increase the level of safety at 
home. According to the Carpet and Rug 
Institute, carpeting makes areas of play 
safer and may also reduce the severity 
of an injury in the event of a fall.
Today, there are many different types 
of carpeting available. Selecting the 
right carpeting for a room comes down 

to identifying the level of traffi c in a par-
ticular room, the attributes homeowners 
would like the carpet to have and any 
other needs that fi t with their lifestyles. 
The following guidelines can make car-
pet shopping a bit easier.

Type of carpeting
There are many different types of 
carpeting, some of which are best 
suited to certain situations. For 
example, plush and saxony carpets 
are better in low-traffi c areas. These 
carpets may show footprints and also 
vacuum tracks and dirt, but they’re 
higher on the comfort spectrum than 
other types of carpet. Berber, which is 
more fl at and dense, helps mask stains 
and tracks. It is durable in high-traffi c 
areas. Textured carpets like frieze are 
cut from fi bers of different heights, so 
they mask stains and are also softer on 
the feet than berber. 

Padding
Padding can impact the way carpeting 
feels and how long it lasts. It isn’t 
always necessary to purchase the 

most expensive or thickest padding. 
However, it is wise to pick a pad that 
matches the type of carpeting you’re 
selecting and one that aligns with how 
you plan to use the room. You may 
be able to go with a thinner pad in 
low-traffi c rooms and beneath dense 
carpeting like berber. In high-traffi c 
rooms, choose a thicker, more durable 
padding. Padding prevents carpet 
backing and fi bers from coming apart 
over time. It pays to invest in a padding 
that will last as well.

Installation
Select a reliable carpet retailer and 
installer for your business. Competent 
installers will lay the carpeting in the 
correct manner so that it will look 
beautiful and maintain its durability for 
the life of the product. Shop around to 
fi nd the right installer or even do the 
work yourself if you feel capable.
Take time when shopping for carpeting, 
which is a substantial investment 
that can last for many years if the 
right material is chosen and installed 
correctly. 

Factors to consider when choosing carpeting
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Mt. Airy Equipment Company, Inc.

1431 West Pine St.

Mt. Airy, NC 27030 

(336) 786-6240

www.mtairyequipmentco.com
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5
weekend 
projects 
to try now
Home improvement projects range 

from major construction overhauls like 
bathroom remodeling jobs to smaller 

renovations that may entail something 
as minor as painting the walls. Smaller 
projects can often be conquered in a typical 
weekend but still provide a strong sense 
of accomplishment. The following are five 
projects tailor-made for weekend warriors.

2. Shed new light. Add some design 
appeal to your home by replacing an 
old lighting fixture with something 
more modern. Such a task is 
relatively easy, and you need not 
possess the skills of a trained 
electrician.

4. Add molding for 
a finishing touch. 
Dress up spaces 
with crown molding 
or a decorative 
chair rail that 
goes around a 
room. You can 
even use molding 
to frame new or 
existing artwork. 
Find a molding style 
that complements the 
architectural style.

5. Update hardware in the 
bath and kitchen. Switch the 
handles, draw pulls and knobs 
on cabinetry with new hardware. 
The time commitment is 
practically nil, but you might just 

give rooms a whole new feel.

3. Patch and paint walls. 
Spend a weekend filling in 
holes left behind by since-
removed wall hangings. If the 
patches dry quickly, paint over 
them. If not, resolve to do your 
patchwork one weekend and 
paint the ensuing weekend.

1. Improve storage in the entryway. 
Home entryways are the first places 

many people drop mail, shed their 
shoes and toss their keys upon 

arriving home. As a result, 
entryways can quickly be 
overrun with clutter. Storage 
solutions can include putting in 
a desk or hutch with baskets 
underneath to store umbrellas 
and backpacks. Or hang a coat 

rack and create a shoe rack to 
store shoes until the time comes 

to leave the house once again.


