
Many couples’ weddings 
take more than a year to 
plan. Couples want all of 

the special people in their lives 
to witness their vows, and giving 
guests advance notice can ensure 
as many loved ones as possible 
attend the ceremony. 
To be certain that guests have 
ample notice to clear their 
schedules, many couples now 
turn to save-the-date cards, 
which announce weddings well in 
advance of the actual wedding day.
Save-the-date cards once were 
reserved only for weddings 
that required travel or special 
circumstances, such as destination 
weddings. But such cards have 
now become commonplace for 
all weddings. That’s because 
many people plan vacations or 
business trips anywhere from four 
to six months in advance. Busy 
people require plenty of notice 
to include this important date on 
their calendars, particularly when 
wedding dates fall during popular 
travel seasons or around the 
holidays.
Kleinfeld Bridal, a premiere New 
York bridal boutique, says that 
save-the-date cards are typically 
mailed six to eight months prior to 
the wedding, though some are sent 
as early as a year before the big 
day. Once a date and a location 
is secured, save-the-dates can be 
ordered and mailed.
Save-the-date cards require 
couples to assemble their guest 
lists well in advance of the wedding. 

The leading bridal resource The 
Knot notes that everyone who will 
get a wedding invitation should 
also receive a save-the-date card. 
There’s no turning back once cards 
are sent, so couples will need to 
be certain everyone they want to 
attend is getting advanced notice.
It’s acceptable to mail save-the-
date cards even if some wedding 
day details are still up in the air. 
Guests really only need to know the 
date and location of the wedding. 
Couples also can use the save-
the-date card to direct invitees to a 
wedding website where guests can 
learn the details of the wedding as 
they unfold.
RSVP information does not need to 
be included on the save-the-date 
card. 
Save-the-date cards are much 
less formal than invitations, so 
couples can have fun with them. 
They can showcase couples’ clever 
personalities or funny quirks. Keep 
in mind it is in poor taste to mention 
gifts or registries on save-the-date 
cards. There will be plenty of time 
to direct guests to registries later 
on.
Couples are increasingly turning to 
save-the-date cards when planning 
their weddings to make sure busy 
friends and family will have enough 
time to make plans to attend their 
weddings.
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Inside Master the wedding: Save the date

“Save-the-date cards are much 
less formal than invitations, so 
couples can have fun with them.”

Many brides-to-be visit bridal
shops with specifi c goals in
mind regarding the style of their 

wedding gowns. Some women come 
equipped with magazine tear-outs or
pull up ideas on their mobile phones. Others 
may have an entire scrapbook fi lled with 
various ideas they’ve been compiling for 
years. 
Much consideration is given to wedding 
gowns. The cost and silhouette of the dress 
may garner the bulk of that consideration, 
but brides might want to spend more time 
considering comfort. 
Depending on the time of day their weddings 
take place, brides can spend 12 hours 
or more in their wedding gowns on their 
wedding day. However, when shopping for 
their gowns, brides may prioritize beauty 
over comfort, even though it’s entirely 
possible to fi nd a gown that’s both stunning 
and comfortable. When staff and friends or 
family who have come along to offer advice 
start to blush over wedding gowns, brides-
to-be may feel pressured to downplay any 
discomfort they feel.
To make sure brides look fl awless and 
elegant but are still comfortable in their  
wedding gowns, consider the
following tips.
Know what to highlight and what to 
cover up. No two body types are the same, 
and many women feel certain parts of their 
bodies are their best assets while they 
want to downplay others. Try on gowns 
that play up your best features. If you have 
shapely legs, consider a dramatic gown 
with a slit to show them off. Certain gowns 
can enhance the decollete or show off an 
hourglass shape. Remember, many gowns 
can be modifi ed so that you feel secure and 
confi dent. Sleeves can be added or fabric 
placed to cover up any perceived fl aws. 
Confi dence and pride are important parts of 
the comfort factor.
Get sized correctly. Bridal gown sizes do 
not coincide with street sizes. Depending on 
the manufacturer, brides may have to select 
gowns that are several sizes larger than they 

would normally wear. This should not be a 
cause for alarm. Brides should go by their  
measurements. Attempting to squeeze into 
a dress that is too small
will only lead to discomfort on the wedding 
day.
Purchase the right undergarments. 
Improperly fi tting bras, shapewear and 
other undergarments can lead to discomfort 
as well. Some seamstresses can sew in 
supportive cups to remove the need for 
separate bras. Brides can explore various 
options to reduce the visibility of certain 
accoutrements.
Move around in the gown. Brides should 
not just stand in front of the mirror and smile 
when trying on gowns. Put them through 
their paces. Try sitting, bending and even 
a little dancing. Make sure the dress is 
comfortable to move around in. 
Try different options. The gown brides 
have in mind may not be the one they 
ultimately go home with. Explore different 
styles and materials. Choose cooler, 
breezier fabrics and lightweight gowns, like 
crêpe, georgette or organza, for summer 
weddings. Heavier fabrics, such as brocade, 
may be more comfortable in the winter.
Wedding gowns can be both beautiful and 
comfortable for those who know
how to shop.

SELECTING A COMFORTABLE
WEDDING GOWN

Couples who choose to write their 
own wedding vows recognize how 
special such personal gestures 

are. Writing one’s own vows can impart 
a personalized and special touch to the 
ceremony. But as anyone who has stared 
down a blank piece of paper or blinking 
cursor can attest, a case of writer’s block 
may encourage couples to abandon the 
idea of writing their own vows.
Writing vows can be nerve-wracking. Many 
couples are unaccustomed to speaking 
in front of crowds, and then there is the 
challenge of turning life-altering feelings 
into language that will appeal to the 
masses. 
But couples struggling with their vows 
need not throw in the vow-writing towel. 
With some practice and guidance, anyone 
can write cherished vows that will be 
remembered for all of the right reasons for 
years to come.
Skip the schtick. Jokes may pop up in 
speeches throughout the evening, but 
wedding vows can be your chance to truly 
speak from the heart. Humor may come 
across as insincerity. Rather, list the words 
that describe your feelings for your future 
spouse, and build on that. 
Tell a story. If you need inspiration, look 
to a moment in your relationship when 
you really knew this was the person with 
whom you wanted to share your life. Relay 
the story, but keep it brief. Try to be as 
specifi c as possible, and recognize that it’s 
acceptable to be playful with your words. 
When it’s really coming from the heart and 
not the head, you’ll know it.
Borrow from traditional words. Take 
traditional vows and tweak them to make 
them your own. This works especially well 
for those who have trouble getting started 

or are unsure of which format to follow. 
Incorporate key words, such as “partners,” 
“love,” “friends,” “joy,” and “forever.”
Be sure the offi ciant is on board. 
Depending on the type of ceremony, the 
offi ciant may have fi nal say over what 
can or cannot be included in your vows. 
Religious ceremonies, for example, may 
be limited to certain scripture readings 
and traditional vows. Before you devote 
any time to writing vows, ensure that it’s 
alright to include them. Otherwise, save 
personalized sentiments for a special toast 
at the wedding reception.
Decide on a mutual structure for the 
vows. If you and your spouse will not 
be writing the vows together, agree on a 
format that you both will follow. Otherwise, 
you might be writing about your unending 
love, and he or she may be promising to 
keep updated on favorite sports teams or 
television programs. You want the tone and 
style of the vows to be cohesive.
Dig deeper. Look into the future and 
project how you hope your life to be in 10 
or 20 years. Explain all of the reasons you 
want to be together for the duration.
Read the vows several times. Read over 
your work and make sure the language is 
clear and there are no glaring errors. It may 
take a few versions to get the fi nal version 
right where you want it.
Get a second opinion. Ask someone 
you trust to listen to the vows and offer 
feedback. This needs to be a person who 
will be honest and not just tell you what you 
want to hear.
Personalized vows can add an extra 
special touch to wedding ceremonies.

TREAT GUESTS TO PERSONALIZED VOWS
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Preserve 
the Memories

209 Spring Street
Mount Airy, NC
336-786-2325

Selecting the perfect bridal gown is an important 
step in making your day special. Preserving it is just 
as important. Our many years of experience allows 
for professional preservation to prepare your gown 
for storage.

Trust your treasure to Hutchens Cleaners.
On Site Preservation

Serving Surry County for Over 70 Years
Across the Street from the Andy Griffith Playhouse
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Duties of the 
Maid/Matron of Honor
• Plans and coordinates bridal 
shower. 
• Assists the bride in additional 
planning. 
• Helps bride address envelopes, 
record wedding gifts received, 
shopping and other pre-wedding 
tasks. 
• Pays for her own wedding attire 
and accessories. 
• Helps coordinate the bridesmaids 
with their fi ttings. 
• Attends the ceremony rehearsal 
and is invited 
to the rehearsal dinner party. 
• Helps the bride get ready before 
the ceremony. 
• Oversees the bridesmaids 
and informs them of their 
responsibilities. 
• Arranges the bride's veil and train 
during the ceremony. 
• Holds the bride's bouquet during 
the ceremony. 
• Hands the offi ciant the groom's 
wedding ring. 

• Signs the marriage certifi cate as a 
legal witness. 
• Helps the bride change into 
her going-away clothes after the 
reception. 
Duties of the Bridesmaids
• Pay for their own wedding attire 
and accessories. 
• Help with pre-wedding 
preparations. 
• Co-host the bridal shower with the 
maid of honor. 
• Attend the ceremony rehearsal 
and are invited to the rehearsal 
dinner party. 

Duties of the Flower Girl
• The fl ower girl's parents are 
usually responsible for her attire. 
With parents, attends the ceremony 
rehearsal and is invited to the 
rehearsal dinner party. 
• Carries a basket of fl owers. Walks 
before the bride in the processional, 
stands next to the maid or matron 
of honor during the ceremony and 
follows the bride and groom during 
the recessional. 

Duties of the Ring Bearer
• The ring bearer's parents are 
usually responsible for his attire.
• With parents, attends the 
ceremony rehearsal and is invited 
to the rehearsal dinner party. 
• Carries a pillow with rings tied to 
it.
• Walks down the aisle with or after 
the fl ower girl.  

Duties of the Best Man
• Plans and coordinates the 
bachelor party. 
• Pays for his own wedding attire 
and accessories. 
• Helps coordinate the 
groomsmen's formal 
wear fi tting. 
• Attends the ceremony rehearsal 
and is invited to the rehearsal 
dinner party. 
• Gets the groom to the ceremony 
site on time. 
• Oversees the groomsmen/
ushers and informs them of their 
responsibilities. 

• Hands the offi ciant the bride's 
wedding ring
• Signs the marriage certifi cate as a 
legal witness. 
• Responsible for giving the offi ciant 
payment. 
• Responsible for giving other 
professionals 
their payment. 
• Make sure the couple's car is 
ready to go. 
• Return's the groom's attire to the 
tuxedo shop. 

Duties of the Groomsmen
• Pay for their own wedding attire 
and accessories.
• Attend the ceremony rehearsal 
and are invited to the rehearsal 
dinner party.
• Assist with setup and straighten 
and clean up after the ceremony.
• Escort the bridesmaids. 
• Oversee transfer of gifts to a 
secure location after the reception.

Duties of the Ushers 
• Pay for their own wedding attire 
and accessories 
• Attend the ceremony rehearsal 
and rehearsal dinner party.
• Assist with setup. 
• Seat guests. 
• Seat the mother of the groom in 
the right front row and then seat the 
bride's mother in the left front row. 
• Unroll the aisle runner. 
• Straighten up and clean after the 
ceremony. 
• Oversee transfer of gifts after the 
reception. 

Other participants
• Person who reads scripture at the 
ceremony. 
• Soloist at the ceremony. 
• Person to hand our ceremony 
programs.
• Person to stand at guest book.
• Person in charge of the gift table. 

DUTIES OF THEwedding party

Popular movies and televisions shows 
give the impression that the job of 
the father of the bride in a wedding is 

ultimately about making sure the festivities 
are adequately funded. In the movies, 
fathers fret about the costs of everything 
from fl owers to photos. 
But gone are the days when the father of 
the bride bankrolls his daughter’s entire 
wedding. The Knot’s “2014 Real Wedding 
Survey” reported that, on average, the 
bride’s parents contribute 43 percent of the 
total cost of a wedding; the bride and groom 
contribute another 43 percent; the groom’s 
parents spend 12 percent; the remaining 2 
percent of the budget is paid for by family 
members or friends. That frees up Dad 
for other roles in wedding planning. With 
some creativity, couples can fi nd ways to 
incorporate the father of the bride into the 
festivities in even more productive ways.
Wedding sites: Assign dear old dad 
the important task of looking at potential 
wedding reception sites prior to visiting them 
yourself. He may have certain connections 
through work or attended business or 
leisure occasions at catering halls and other 
venues. Dad’s connections can pay off. Let 
him impart his negotiating skills and fi nd the 
best deals with the ideal backdrop for the 
festivities.

Wardrobe: Let your father assist the best 
man and other groomsmen in securing their 
tuxedos or other wardrobe essentials. Dad 
also can step in and return rented items 
following the wedding.
Beverages: Dad may be fi tting to keep 
tabs on what is occurring at the bar during 
the reception, ensuring that guests’ needs 
are being met. He also can keep an eagle 
eye trained on anyone who may have 
overindulged and needs to take a break.
Speech: Give your father an opportunity 
to shine by letting him make a speech. 
Remember, this is a momentous day for 
Dad as well, as he may be trying to come to 
terms with his daughter starting a new life.
Father-daughter song: Let Dad pick father-
daughter song, and go with his choice even 
if you had something else in mind.
Ceremony: Even if you prefer a less 
traditional wedding ceremony, let your father 
walk you down the aisle. This will likely be a 
moment he’ll remember for years to come.
Expand the father of the bride’s role in the 
wedding by assigning him tasks where he 
can put his style, experience and excitement 
to good use.

DIFFERENT ROLES FOR 
THE FATHER OF THE BRIDE

DID YOU KNOW?
Longevity in marriage is something to be celebrated. Couples who 
reach fi ftieth and sixtieth wedding anniversaries often commemorate 
those anniversaries with big parties. But there are some around the 
world who would consider golden anniversary celebrants to still be 
newlyweds. In December 2015, Karam Chand, 110, and his wife, 
Kartari Chand, 103, from Bradford, West Yorkshire (originally from 
India), celebrated their 90th wedding anniversary, becoming the 
world’s longest-betrothed couple. In America, John and Ann Betar, 
ages 104 and 100, respectively, have been married 83 years as 
of 2016. The couple eloped in 1932. They have been named one of 
America’s longest-married couples
by the Worldwide Marriage Encounter.
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WE enjoy designing arrangements
for your every floral need.

Send Flowers... Send Love...
Let us create a custom flower arrangement for you.

1220 S. Main St.
Mount Airy, NC 27030

(336) 719-2333
creativedesignsflowersandgifts.com

Est. April 1,1993

Creative
  Designs Designs

FLOWERS & GIFTS
Follow us on Instagram 

and Facebook

00874332

Visit the 1860 Antebellum
WILLIAM ALFRED MOORE HOUSE

National Registry of Historic Places

•  Weddings

•  Rehearsal Dinners

•  Bridal Luncheons & Parties

•  Showers

•  Business Meetings

•  Parties & Special Events

For more information and 
tours contact

786-4512

00874329
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Offi ciant Information
Name:  
Address:  
 
Phone number:  
Religious denomination:  
Dates available:  
Fee:  
Available for date desired? Yes No
Estimated total cost:  
Cancellation policy:  
Arrival time:  
Wedding date:  
Wedding location:  
Wedding time:  

Rehearsal date:  
Rehearsal time:  
Rehearsal location:  
Special classes required? Yes No
Date of classes (if required):  
Time of classes (if required):  
Class fee:  
Class location:  

 Book offi ciant six months in advance
 Confi rm fees
 Make sure offi ciant is available to attend rehearsal dinner before scheduling it.
 Discuss your music plans with the offi ciant making sure that there 
are no restrictions.

If you are planning on writing your own vows, discuss this with the offi ciant. Arrange for the 
offi ciant to be paid in private after the ceremony. Invite the offi ciant and a guest to the reception.Clergy

Reserve the reception site
 Reception site _________________________
 Address ______________________________  
 Phone _______________________________
 Contact ______________________________

Ask about any restrictions: liquor, decorations, bird 
seed, etc. Find out what supplies are provided by 
the facility caterer, and purchase or rent supplies 
needed for the reception.

 Guest register table
 Gift table
 Cake table
 Place card table
 Buffet tables
 Guest tables
 Chairs
 China dinnerware
 Plastic/paper dinnerware
 Silver fl atware
 Plastic fl atware
 Cloth napkins
 Paper napkins
 Cloth tablecloths
 Plastic/paper table cloths
 Serving bowls/dishes

 Utensils
 Trays
 Bubbles,rice, birdseed, fl ower petals to toss
 Audio equipment
 Microphone
 Lighting
 Dance fl oor
 Tents
 Trash cans

Hire a caterer, if not provided by facility
 Plan the menu

Hire the wedding professionals
 Reception coordinator
 Band, DJ, or musicians
 Photography/videographer
 Caterer
 Bakery
 Master of Ceremonies
 Florist/decorator coordinator
 Rental company
 Transportation

Confi rm all reception details one month 
before the wedding.

The reception
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The 
Perfect 

Gift
for the

Bride-to-Be

Call or visit us online today 
for details and pricing!

222 Franklin Street, Mount Airy, NC
336-719-2232
www.salon-222.com

Gift Certificates Available 
for All Bridal Beauty 
Packages & Services 
Thermal Body Therapies | Facials 
Spa Treatments | Manicures | Pedicures
Waxing | Cuts | Styling | Color

00874506

Salon 222
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Decide on a wedding theme and style

My Wedding Date & Time: ________________________________________________

My Theme: ____________________________________________________________

My Style/Colors: _______________________________________________________

Reserve the ceremony site

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Contact: ______________________________________________________________

Find out if there are any restrictions on decorations, music, fl owers, etc.

Restrictions: ___________________________________________________________

Pay deposits and sign agreement ____________________________________________

Books offi ciant and budget fee

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Fee: _________________________________________________________________

Book wedding coordinator

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Book Photographer

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Book Florist

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Book Transportation

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Book Musicians

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

Other Service

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________

The ceremony

Guest register table
Gift tables

Aisle candelabra
Alter candelabra
Candle lighters

Candles
Flower stands

Aisle stanchions
Aisle runner

Alter
Arch

Canopy
Chairs

Kneeling bench
Coat/hat rack

Lighting
Microphone

Audio equipment
Tents

Fans/Heaters
Rice/bubbles/bird seed/fl ower 

petals to toss

SUPPLY LIST

When planning their weddings, many brides-to-be 
devote a large portion of their wedding budgets to 
their wardrobes. Statistics released by The Knot in 

2014 indicated the amount the average woman was willing 
to spend her gown was $1,281. 
Wedding gowns are among the most costly wedding 
expenditures. Because wedding gowns can be so 
expensive, many brides elect to have their gowns cleaned 
and preserved. Reusing a wedding gown is a cost-effective 
and earth-friendly idea. Women have many options when it 
comes time to putting their wedding gowns to use after they 
have tied the knot. The following are just some of the great 
ideas couples can explore.
1. Save it for younger generations. One of the primary 
reasons to preserve a wedding gown is to save the dress for 
a daughter, granddaughter or another relative to wear at her 
own wedding.
2. Transform it into other attire. There are a number 
of different occasions when wearing white is acceptable. 
Religious ceremonies such as baptisms and communions 
qualify, and a wedding gown in the hands of an experienced 
seamstress or tailor can be transformed into a baby’s 
Christening ensemble or a beautiful dress for a youngster 
about to receive First Holy Communion.
3. Donate the gown. Brides in need may not have the 
funds to purchase their own beautiful gowns. Work with an 
organization that will provide dresses to the less fortunate. 
Or donate it to an organization that can sell the gown to 
fund projects for others in need. Another option is the Mary 
Madeline Project, which uses wedding dress fabrics to 
create burial outfi ts for stillborn infants.
4. Cut it up into usable fabric. Wedding gown fabrics can 
be used in various applications. Dresses can be transformed 
into decorative pillows or other wedding mementos. Stretch 
the fabric across a frame and use it as a blank canvas for a 
photo keepsake. The fabric also can work for baby cribs and 
infant basket skirting.
5. Use it as a Halloween costume. Dress as a bride for 
Halloween. Otherwise, tailor the dress to fi t a child and she 
can use it for any number of dress-up opportunities.
6. Donate it to a costume archive. Theatrical companies 
may be able to use the fabric to create costumes for their 
productions.

7. Create a keepsake. Cut a small piece of the fabric and 
put it into a pendant or locket. A piece of tulle or lace also 
can be placed inside a clear Christmas ornament and hung 
on the tree for years to come.
Wedding gowns can be upcycled into many new and 
innovative items. Doing so eliminates long storage times and 
can benefi t others.

7 ways to recycle a wedding gown
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 A rustic chic wedding and event venue. 
We strive to make every moment amazing 

and stress free with our all inclusive 
wedding planning and packages!

2738 Siloam Road
Mount Airy, NC 27030

······
336-756-1983

www.thefarmhousesiloam.com
fhsiloam@thefarmhousesiloam.com

 The 
FarmHouse

Siloam 

00874550

789-5068
825 W. Lebanon Street

www.cookerentals.com

NEED IT? 
RENT IT?

Glenda is ready to assist you with 
the details of your dream wedding!

00
87

43
44

Largest Selection of Wedding &
Party Supplies in the Foothills

• Tents
   (10’x10’ up to 40’x100’)
• Tables
   (Round & Rectangular)
• Chairs - Folding 
   White, Brown, Black,
   White Resin, Natural
   Wood & Fruitwood
• Dance Floors
• Staging
• LCD Projectors &
   Sound Systems
• Candelabras
   (Brass,    Wrought Iron,  
   White, Silver, Teardrop)
• Table Linens- All Colors
• Beverage Fountains
• Lighting
• Guest Registers
• Aisle Runners
• Ice Sculpture Molds
   & Displays
• China Place Settings
• Crystal & Silver
• Punch Bowls
• Silver Flatware
• Chafing Dishes
• Silver Trays
• Beverage Glasses
• Plates & Cups
• Coffee Makers
• Food Warmers
• Greek Columns
• Flower Stands
• Rest Room Trailer
• Flushable Toilets
• Photo Booth
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Weddings are a time to celebrate, 
and many couples hope to invite 
as many people as possible to 

share their excitement. A 2014 study by 
researchers at the University of Denver 
found that couples who invite at least 150 
guests to the wedding may have happier 
marriages. The study examined 418 people 
who were single at the beginning of the 
study and married fi ve years later. It found 
that 47 percent of those people who had 
gotten married in front of at least 150 guests 
had “high-quality marriages,” while those 
with 50 or fewer guests fell short. 
While guests make weddings more 
enjoyable, and may increase the propensity 
to enjoy a more successful marriage, 
couples must be practical and consider 
their wedding budgets when creating 
their guest lists. The average American 
wedding includes 120 guests, according 
to a 2015 Newlywed Survey released by 
WeddingWire. Couples who are fi nding it 
diffi cult to create and pare down their guest 
lists can employ the following tips.
Create initial lists. When jotting down 
potential guests’ names, write down 
everyone you want to invite, regardless of 
budget. Then list the must-have guests for 
the wedding. This should include the family 
and friends with whom you interact on a 
regular basis. Create a separate column for 
guests who don’t make the must-have list. 
Separate friends from friends’ friends. 
If you don’t see people outside of events 
set up by mutual friends, you should not 
feel obligated to invite those people to the 
wedding. They are more likely friends of 

your friends and not your close friends.
Know the guest list ceiling. Catering 
halls or reception rooms often can only 
accommodate a certain number of people. 
Know this number before making a fi nal list. 
The limits of the space may serve as the 
catalyst for trimming the guest list.
Consider coworkers carefully. Think 
about whether you’d still be friends with 
your coworkers if the company dissolved 
tomorrow. If not, you should not feel 
obligated to invite them.
Have we met? If you don’t remember 
interacting with a person (your parent’s long 
lost friend from high school) or the person 
has never met your signifi cant other, then 
they probably can be cut. If parents insist on 
inviting someone you barely remember, they 
should help defray the costs.
Cut out the kids. Even though children’s 
dinner costs may be lower than adults’, 
inviting children can signifi cantly increase 
the guest list. A no-child policy at the 
reception can save money.
Avoid uncomfortable situations. Unless 
you have remained particularly close, keep 
former boyfriends and girlfriends off of the 
guest list.
Ask for an unbiased opinion. Give the 
editing pen to someone else if you cannot 
make a decision. This person may help 
weed out extraneous guests.
Paring down a wedding guest list can be a 
diffi cult process, but couples should work 
together and respect each other’s concerns 
when creating their fi nal list.

TIPS FOR TRIMMING
THE WEDDING GUEST LIST

Weddings are momentous events 
for the couple tying the knot as 
well as all of the friends and 

family invited to share in the big day. 
Before couples can tie the knot and cut a 
rug at their receptions, everyone, couple 
and guests included, must arrive at the 
location (or locations if the ceremony site 
differs from the reception area). Though 
arranging wedding day transportation can 
be diffi cult, there are ways to make the 
process go more smoothly for guests and 
bridal party members.

Determine your needs
Before a transportation plan can be 
made, couples must fi rst map out their 
needs. Everything should be built around 
the ceremony. Once the ceremony time 
has been set, the rest of the day can be 
arranged around that time. 
Determine how much time is needed to 
travel from the ceremony to the reception 
area. Allocate enough time before the 
cocktail hour to allow for traffi c, photos 
and any other needs that may take 
up time. Couples do not want anyone, 
included themselves, to feel rushed.
Once the timing has been orchestrated, 
couples can fi gure out exactly which types 
of transportation will be required.

Book personal transportation fi rst
Happy couples must make their own 
transportation their top priority. Arrange 
for the couples’ transportation between 
fi ve and seven months in advance of the 
wedding. It could be preferable to book 
it even further in advance if a couple is 
getting married around a holiday or during 
prom season when limousines and party 
buses are in high demand. Remember, 

unless the bride-to-be plans to be seen 
by her groom, couples will need separate 
transportation to the ceremony site. 
Factor multiple vehicles into the wedding 
transportation budget.

Explore your personality
Brides and grooms have many 
transportation options at their disposal. 
If a limousine doesn’t add the spark of 
creativity they desire, they can opt for 
a VW bus or a retro roadster. Outdoor 
enthusiasts might want to ride off on 
horseback, while easy riders might 
prefer to rev up the engine on a Harley-
Davidson. Couples should never feel 
penned in by tradition, especially 
when something else makes them feel 
remarkable and the budget allows for it.

Have your getaway car ready
Couples generally opt to arrive to the 
wedding and reception in style, but 
take their own vehicles or cabs home 
afterward. This requires some advanced 
planning. Enlist the help of friends to park 
the return-trip car in a convenient location. 
Check with the catering hall to see if a 
vehicle can be left in their lot overnight. 
Otherwise, arrange to grab a ride home 
with friends or family.

Consider others’ needs
Have the names and phone numbers of 
taxi or ridesharing services available for 
those who may not be able to drive after 
the party. Elderly or disabled guests might 
appreciate prearranged transportation as 
well. Although couples can arrange for 
transportation as a courtesy to others, 
they don’t need to make arrangements for 
everyone.

A FEW WEDDING 
TRANSPORTATION TIPS



SPRING BRIDAL Mount Airy News6   Friday, March 3, 2017

 F. Rees Clothing
124 Moore Ave / 198 N. Main Mt Airy, NC • 336-786-6121

Hours:
Mon-Sat 8:00-5:30
Open Fri till 6:00

Professional Fitting

Last Minute Tuxedos 
Available

Wedding parties of six 
or more - groom is FREE!

The Lowest Prices
Most formal wear $84.00

The Largest Selection
In stock sizes 3 to 70

Over 100 Styles to Choose From!

Specialty 
shop with 
the finest 
in Ladies 
fashion!

124 Moore Ave / 198 N. Main Mt Airy, NC • 336-786-6121

00
87

48
55

Traditional 
and quality 

merchandise
Alterations available

FREE Gift Wrapping

F. Rees Ladies Upstairs
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A toast is a drink raised in the health 
or honor of someone. Such salutes 
are typically accompanied by 

some heartfelt words or tokens of advice. 
Toasts are a common component of social 
gatherings, including retirement parties, 
milestone birthdays and weddings. 

Toast of the town
It’s diffi cult to pinpoint who originated the 
practice of toasting. Several ancient societies 
would raise a glass in honor of deities or 
special guests. Ancient Greeks offered 
libations to the gods as a part of ritualistic 
practices and also as a point to drink to each 
other’s good health. Ancient Romans at one 
point instituted a practice that all people 
must drink to Emperor Augustus at each 
meal. 

The term “toast” has an interesting 
history. Dating back to the 16th 
century, “toast” refers to a piece of 
toasted bread. A piece of toast was 
commonly added to wine during this 
time because wine was quite inferior 
in quality then compared to modern 
vintages. Stale bread was placed 
into the jug to soak up acidity and 
improve the fl avor. The wine also 
improved the palatability of the 
old or spiced bread. According to 
National Geographic magazine, by 
the 18th century, the term “toast” 

had been transferred from the fl oating piece 
of bread to the person honored by the toast. 
Eventually, “toast” represented the drink 
raised or the words offered with the gesture.
Prepare for a toast
Toasts can be off-the-cuff remarks shared 
in the moment, but for many special events, 
they should be prepared well in advance. 
Nowadays, some toast-givers devote extra 
time to preparing toasts, particularly because 
they know these sentiments can live on 
indefi nitely on social media. Giving a toast 
can induce anxiety, but some nerves can be 
relieved simply by doing one’s homework and 
not procrastinating.
Writing tips
A person giving a toast is trying to gain the 
attention of a group of people who may not 
be very attentive. These tips can improve the 
content of the toasts and their delivery.
Keep ‘you’ out of it. This toast is not about 
you. It’s about the person you are honoring. 
Therefore, do not put any self-congratulatory 
messages in the toast. Make it all about the 

person — even beginning the toast with that 
person’s name. 
Hook people in. Open the toast with a good 
joke or anecdote that will help introduce the 
person of honor. For example,
Jake is a great guy because he’s the type 
of person who will offer to meet you at your 
dorm room at 2 a.m. with pizza and beer to 
get you through a study session. Too bad 
he has a horrible sense of direction and 
repeatedly shows up at the wrong door.
Tell a story. Reference the person in the 
toast, other audience members, and even 
yourself if you can be painted in a self-
deprecating light.
Keep it short. This is a toast, not a 
monologue. Be brief so that the audience 
doesn’t lose interest. Set a fi ve-minute limit.
Wrap it up. Conclude the toast by tying the 
story back to the introduction and making 
sure to include the audience once more. 
This will help you get the biggest laughs and 
applause.

Successful toasts help shape social events

How guests can cut costs and
     still attend loved ones’ weddings
Couples and/or their families can expect 

to spend tens of thousands of dollars 
on their weddings before saying “I 

do,” making weddings one of the largest 
expenses for a couple apart from buying a 
house or new car.
But brides- and grooms-to-be are not the 
only ones who may have to invest quite 
a great deal on wedding days. Guests, 
including bridal party members, may also 
be responsible to pay a substantial sum. 
According to the 2016 American Express 
Spending & Saving Tracker, Americans 
expected to spend an average of $703 per 
each wedding they attended in 2016. 
Few people are willing to miss the wedding 
of a beloved family member or friend, even 
when the costs of attending the wedding 
can be high. Fortunately, there are ways 
for wedding invitees to attend the festivities 
without breaking the bank.

Shop around for lodging. Many couples 
arrange for discounted hotel rooms 
for their out-of-town wedding guests. 
But guests might be able to save even 
more by shopping around for their own 
discounted rates at hotels and other lodging 
accommodations. Websites like Orbitz and 
Hotels.com can compare rates at all the 
hotels in a given city, letting wedding guests 
explore all of their alternatives in a single 
search. Guests who are especially patient 
can use the Hotel Tonight app, which allows 
users to book heavily discounted rooms no 
more than seven days in advance of their 
expected occupancy. Guest also can try 
fi nding affordable lodging on the popular 
homestay network Airbnb.
Book travel early. Many travelers insist 
the best fl ight deals can be found as late 
as six weeks before the desired departure 

date. But there’s no guarantee that waiting 
that long to book fl ights will benefi t wedding 
guests. If the patient approach does not 
pan out, guests might be forced to choose 
between costly fl ights or not attending the 
wedding. Budget-conscious travelers may 
fi nd it less stressful to book fl ights as early 
as possible. Doing so allows guests to fi nd 
fl ights at the times they most prefer to fl y, 
and it also makes it possible to spread 
the cost of attending a wedding out over a 
longer period of time.
Say no to joining the bridal party. While 
it’s an honor when brides or grooms ask 
certain friends or family members to be in 
their bridal parties, guests should not feel 
compelled to accept that invitation if they 
cannot afford it. If money is tight, explain 
the situation to the bride and groom, who 
might even offer to help cover some of the 

costs of the wedding. Even if couples cannot 
afford that gesture, they will understand if 
friends or family members cannot cover the 
additional costs associated with being in a 
bridal party.
Split expenses. Another way for guests to 
save money is to split certain expenses with 
fellow guests. Single guests can share hotel 
rooms with fellow guests attending solo, 
and even couples can join up with other 
couples and split the cost of double rooms. 
Sharing expenses such as rental cars and 
trips to and from the airport is another way 
for guests to coordinate their efforts to save 
money.
The costs of attending a wedding are 
growing. But savvy guests can save money 
in various ways.
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Get to know the 2017 Lincoln Continental at Lincoln.com.

00875619
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A marriage proposals is 
a couple’s fi rst offi cial 
step toward the altar. 

Tradition dictates that men 
pop the question, with their 
surprised — and hopefully 
soon-to-be-fi ancées — 
ultimately deciding if 
wedding bells will be on the 
horizon. 
Proposing marriage can be 
nervewracking. However, 
if the time seems right and 
love is in the air, popping 
the question can be exciting. 
Regardless of who is 
proposing marriage, the 
following strategies can help 
make proposals memorable 
and successful.
Turn the tides
An old Irish tradition known 
as “The Lady’s Privilege” 
was established in the fi fth 
century by a nun named 
St. Brigid. She decided to 
create an opportunity for 
women to propose marriage. 
This day fell on every leap 
year, February 29. Centuries 
later, women can still use 
this tradition as the impetus 
to take the marriage reigns 
into their own hands. But 
women need not wait for the 
next leap year to propose. 
Many women view 
proposing as an 
empowering action that is 
tied to the evolving view 
of independent women. 
Couples are negotiating 
more in the marriage 
process, and the dissolution 
of commonly held practices 
is occurring more often.
Choose a
sentimental location
Couples will remember the 
proposal for the rest of their 

lives. So choose a proposal 
location that has sentimental 
connections. Think about 
where the fi rst “I love you” 
was uttered or where a fi rst 
date occurred. These can be 
prime locations to pop the 
question.
Note her style
Engagement rings play a 
big role in many couples’ 
proposals. One person’s 
style is not necessarily 
what his partner will like. 
Bigger isn’t always better. 
Rather, choose a ring that 
refl ects your partner’s 
preferences and personality. 
Take your partner jewelry 
shopping and see which 
types of jewelry he or she 
is most drawn to. Certain 
preferences can serve as 
a jumping off point for ring 
designs.
Ask for the family’s 
blessing
Men no longer need to ask 
their girlfriends’ fathers for 
“permission” to wed their 
daughters. However, asking 
your partner’s family for their 
blessing is a sign of respect 
and can add a romantic 
and heartfelt touch to the 
proposal.
Capture the moment
Though we live in an age 
when every moment of 
people’s lives is documented 
with videos and photographs 
posted to social media, 
proposals still stand out as 
extra special moments. Hire 
a professional photographer 
to discreetly capture the 
proposal and your partner’s 
reaction so it can be 
cherished for years to come.

Make proposals special and successful
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The Best Buffet in the U.S.A. is your best choice for 
catering, with all kinds of hearty, home style choices 
for all kinds of events. Pick up or delivery available.

Call your local Golden Corral to discuss catering 
menus and pricing.

2226 Rockford St, Mt Airy, NC · (336) 786-1400

• Breakfast Menu
• Box lunches

• Hors d’oeuvre Platters
• Full lunch & Dinner Menus

• Picnic Menus
• Kids’ Menus

• Full assortment of desserts
· Beverages

CATERING MENUS

Make Your Wedding

HIGHWAY 601 • MOUNT AIRY
719-2300

Open 24 hOurs

Stay within your 
budget by shopping 
at the area’s bridal 

bargain leader! 

Computerized
Gift Registry

In Our
Jewelry

Department

00871245

Wonderful

www.eat13bones.com

• 13 Bones Soon-To-Be Famous Baby Back Ribs
• New Orleans Chicken Pasta or Chopped BBQ
• Grilled Chicken, Teriyaki Chicken, BBQ Chicken Half
• North Atlantic Salmon
• ¼ Rack of Ribs and ¼ Chicken Combo
• Ribeye Steak, Prime Rib, 6oz Filet or 8oz Filet
• ½ Rack and Chicken Combo
• ½ Rack and Ribeye Or Prime Rib Combo
• Pasta Primavera

Entrées

• Ribs, Chicken Tenders 
   & Jumbo Wings
• Fruit, Vegetable or 
   Cheese & Cracker Trays
• Peel & Eat Shrimp

Party Platters 
& Trays

• Cobbler (Peach, Cherry or Strawberry)
• Banana Pudding
• Tea (Sweetened or Unsweetened)

Desserts & Drinks

• Baked Beans
• Cole Slaw
•  Mashed Potatoes
• Baked Apples

• Green Beans
• Mac & Cheese
• House Salad
• Oven Roasted Potatoes
• Pasta Salad
• Potato Salad

Sides

00874507

(336)786-1313

Let 13 Bones Cater your Wedding Reception

502 S Andy Griffith Pkwy, Mount Airy, NC 27030
Tues-Thurs: 11 AM- 9 PM  • Fri & Sat: 11 AM- 10 PM • Sun: 12 PM - 9 PM

Make Your Wedding Party or Reception
Delicious, Memorable & Stress-Free with...
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